Sir,?It would be interesting to elicit the opinion of one's colleagues as to the exact pathology of the disease universally diagnosed as scabies in the Far East. For several years the writer accepted the dictum that the complaint was caused by Sarcoptes scabiei, as in Europe, and this in spite of constant failure to discover the parasite.
The obvious retort to the above is that the writer was not aware of the difficulty sometimes experienced at home in demonstrating the organism ; but in view of the fact that in student days he worked for some months in the skin department at University College Hospital under the late Dr. Radcliffe Crocker, and frequently demonstrated the Sarcoptes to students there, such criticism will hardly pass muster.
In the early months of 1913 another European medical officer and several students searched the early lesions of ten cases in a large hospital and absolutely failed not only to demonstrate the Sarcoptes, but also even to find a single typical burrow. The writer's contention is that throughout the Far East there is a skin disease, widely distributed, with exactly the same distribution as scabies, but due to a totally different Medicine ; and who remarks that in his experience true scabies is not common in India ; but that septic folliculitis is often mistakenly diagnosed as scabies.?Ed., I. M. G.
